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The 2007 California Urban Forest Conference 
The Professions, Cultures, and Communities 

that Shape our Urban Forests 
November 1 - 3, 2007 

 

Thursday, November 1st 

5:30 ï 7:30 pm  

The 2007 California Urban Forest Conference 
Opening Reception 

Join your fellow tree huggers for a fun time of networking over appetizers and light 
refreshments. 

 

Friday, November 2nd 

8:00 ï 8:45 am  
Continental Breakfast ð  
CaUFC & Seven Regional Councils' Get-Together 

Come hear updates on what is happening around the state - all are welcomed! 
 

9:00 ï 10:00  

Over-view & Welcome by Andy Trotter, Board 
President of the California Urban Forests Council 
and Chuck Mills, Board President of California 
ReLeaf 

 

Welcome by the City of San Francisco ð  
Mayor Gavin Newsom 

We are very pleased to have San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, a member of the US 
Conference of Mayors Urban Forestry Committee and fellow tree advocate, to open our 
conference.  One of the youngest mayors in the country, this dynamic public servant has 
long-been a champion of San Franciscoôs trees.  Come hear his unique perspective on the 
importance of a vital and vibrant urban forest. 

10:00 ï 10:45  

Keynote Address ð òWorking Together to Leave 
No Child Inside,ó Martin LeBlanc, Vice President 
of the Children and Nature Network 

The Children & Nature Network (C&NN) encourages and supports the people and 
organizations working to reconnect children with nature. The network provides a critical link 
between researchers and individuals, educators and organizations dedicated to children's 
health and well-being. C&NN also promotes fundamental institutional change and provide 
resources for sharing information, strategic initiatives and success stories. Martin believes 
that we "owe the next generation of American children a special place in nature so they can 
be empowered to solve the environmental challenges of the future." 

10:45 ï 11:15  

Break Enjoy light refreshments and networking time in our Vendorôs Hall. 
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11:15 ï 12:00 pm  

Plenary Session ð  
George Gonzales, Chief Forester, City of Los 
Angeles 

In May 2006, in an ambitious plan to plant one million trees during his four-year term, Los 
Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa launched the Million Trees LA initiative.  Come hear 
how LAôs chief forester George Gonzales works with the myriad of public and private 
partners to realize this vision, as well as the unique opportunities and challenges inherent in 
working in one of the nationôs most diverse cities. 

12:00 ï 1:30  

The California Urban Forests Council Awards 
Luncheon 

Join us for CaUFCôs annual awards luncheon celebrating excellence in urban forestry. 

1:30 ï 2:15  

Concurrent A ï 
Job Training in San Diegoõs Urban Center 
Erwin Sanvictores, Director of Operations  
Urban Corps of San Diego 

Through a unique model of job training and community service, Urban Corps of San Diego 
works with at-risk youth in the fields of conservation, recycling, and community service.  
Members of Urban Corpsô urban forestry department plant and maintain trees in low-income 
urban areas, receiving specialized training in tree planting, tree care, pruning and watering. 

Concurrent B ï 
Palo Alto ð a Model of Cooperation 
Dave Docktor, City of Palo Alto 

Recognized as one of the most successful urban forestry programs in California, the City of 
Palo Alto uses a multi-disciplinary model of caring for their trees.  This unique three-pronged 
approach is based on working within city government, with their community partner, Canopy, 
and through a suite of progressive tree preservation and management regulations, enabling 
the city to ensure that the health and well-being of Palo Altoôs urban forest is addressed 
proactively. 

2:15 ï 3:00  

Concurrent A ï 
Greening Guerrero: How to get over 400 people 
to give $80,000 so they can garden their primary 
arterial. 
Gillian Gillet, San Jose/Guerrero Coalition 

With traffic and public safety being foremost, Gillian rallied her neighbors, community 
groups, and city departments to complete the planting of this major thoroughfare.  The San 
Jose/Guerrero neighborhood is located in the heart of San Francisco and getting the buy-in 
of the community and various city stakeholders was key to the success of this project. 

Concurrent B ï 
Trees ð a Critical Part of New Development 
Jim Clark, HortScience  
Steve Schweigerdt, LJ Urban 

Come hear two unique perspectives on the importance of saving trees during the 
construction process.  Jim Clark has worked for years with a number of different clients to 
preserve and protect trees during the construction process.  He will be joined by Steve 
Schweigerdt, who works for an eco-urban developer in Sacramento, providing infill 
development opportunities throughout the city.   
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3:00 ï 3:30  

Break Enjoy light refreshments and networking time in our Vendorôs Hall. 

3:30 ï 4:15  

Concurrent A ï 
Great Valley Center - Urban Forestry Standards 
Carol Whiteside, President, Great Valley Center 
Richard Cummings, Director of Research & 
Communications, Great Valley Center 

The Central Valley of California is projected to be the stateôs fastest growing region in the 
coming decades.  The Great Valley Center is known for its thoughtful approach to planning 
and working with a variety of stakeholders to help the community and government come to 
consensus.  This session will showcase the Centerôs new urban and community forestry 
planning guide for the San Joaquin valley. 

Concurrent B ï 
The California Climate Action Registry 
Greenhouse Gas Accounting Protocols for 
Urban Forestry: An Overview and Status Update 
Michelle C. Passero, Director of Policy Initiatives, 
Pacific Forest Trust 

This presentation will highlight the California Climate Action Registry and current efforts in 
California to develop accounting protocols that quantify the climate benefits of urban 
forestry, including carbon storage and energy efficiency from tree shading. This science-
based approach is designed to enable communities across the state to quantify the benefits 
of urban trees in the fight to halt global warming. 

4:15 ï 5:00  

Concurrent A ï 
California ReLeaf Annual Meeting 

California ReLeaf Network members are invited to join us for our annual business meeting.  
We will be introducing new staff, rolling-out our Mentoring program and welcoming new 
members.   

Concurrent B ï 
The Better Streets Plan  
Adam Varat, City of San Francisco Planning 
Department 

The Better Streets Plan will create a unified set of standards, guidelines, and implementation 
strategies to govern how San Francisco designs, builds, and maintains public streets and 
rights-of-way.  The Plan seeks to balance the needs of all street users, with a particular 
focus on the pedestrian environment and how streets can be used as public space.  

5:00 pm  

Adjourn  

6:30 pm   

Cathedral Hill Hotel òBeer Dinneró Hosted by the Cathedral Hill Hotel, the Beer Dinner is a fun way to end the day ï with some 
great friends, fantastic beer and wonderful food. Featuring Lagunitas Brewing Company! 
Reservations are handled directly through the hotel at http://www.beer-chef.com/  This event 
promises to be an evening to remember! 

http://www.beer-chef.com/
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Saturday, November 3rd 

8:00 ï 8:45 am  
Continental Breakfast   Enjoy light refreshments and networking time in our Vendorôs Hall. 

9:00 ï 9:30  

Keynote Address ð  
Dr. Richard Jackson, UC Berkeley School of 
Public Health 

Cutting across a variety of disciplines, Dr. Jackson will discuss the link between community 
livability and public health.  A pediatrician, professor and one of the nation's foremost 
experts on environmental public health, Dr. Jackson explores the impact communities have 
on the health of those who live in them, emphasizing the connections between health and 
our urban infrastructure. 

9:30 ï 12:00pm  

Workshop A ï  
Environmental Justice & Community Organizing 
in Urban Greening 
Colleen Carroll, NatureTalks  
Richard Barrera, San Diego Regional Political 
Organizer for the Service Employees International 
Union, United Healthcare Workers 

Involving underserved communities in urban forestry is a key challenge that we all deal with.  
Co-presenters Colleen Carroll and Richard Barrera will provide instructional techniques for 
engaging the unengaged, and linking them with resource holders to address important 
ñissues in commonò in local greening efforts.  

Workshop B ï 
Urban Soils  
Jim Urban, Consultant, ASLA Fellow 
Larry Costello, Environmental Horticulture Advisor, 
UC Cooperative Extension 

Co-presenters Jim Urban and Larry Costello will discuss innovative techniques to working 
with urban soils, ensuring that street trees survive and thrive under the most difficult of 
situations.  This workshop will provide participants with answers to common challenges in 
urban tree planting, helping our trees reach their ñgenetic potential.ò 

Workshop C ï 
Collaboration & Public Involvement through 
Tree Mapping 

Co-presenters Amber Bieg, consultant with Friends of the Urban Forest, Greg Braswell, 
Department of Public Works San Francisco and Ian Hanou, NCDC Imaging will present 
various mapping projects for strategic and collaborative urban forest management. 
 

12:00 ï 1:30  

Lunch  
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1:30 ï 4:30  

Tour A ï 
Urban Parks of San Francisco - Yerba Buena 
Gardens, South of Market Parks and Octavia 
Boulevard 
Hosted by: Stephen Shotland, San Francisco 
Planning Department; Bill Carney, ASLA, Principal 
of Landscript Associates, former director of Yerba 
Buena Center & South of Market redevelopment 
areas; and John Thomas, Landscape Architect with 
the Department of Public Works, Bureau of 
Engineering. 

This walking tour features open spaces in San Franciscoôs Financial and Retail Districts. 
They differ widely in size, character, location, amenities and origin. Some were created in 
the 1970ôs around the Cityôs subway stations (SF MUNI) or established as part of the Market 
Street beautification program. Others were established as part of Redevelopment Projects. 
Yet others were required by the Cityôs Downtown Plan, adopted in 1985, which requires 
downtown office developers to provide publicly accessible open space in amounts 
proportionate to the size of their buildings. We will tour a variety of open spaces, including 
roof-top sun and view terraces, urban parks and plazas, among others. Also, we will visit the 
very successful integrated, óMulti-wayô Octavia Boulevard. (moderate walking) 

Tour B ï  
Green Streets of Oakland - Diversity in Urban & 
Community Forestry Environmental Justice, 
Controversy, Successes, Challenges 
Hosted by: Dan Gallagher, Chief Arborist 

Join us as we tour the Green Streets of Oakland, including the Mandela Parkway, formerly 
ñthe Cypress Street Viaductò which collapsed during the Loma Prieta earthquake on October 
17, 1989; the Fruitvale Bart Transit Village, a multi-disciplinary transit hub; the Oakland Hills 
after the recovery and lingering challenges post-firestorm of October 20, 1991; Lakeside 
Park ï Lake Merritt, a controversial park improvement/renovation/restoration proposal ; and 
the Hegenberger Expressway ï Airport Transit Gateway.  This promises to be an exciting 
and fast-paced tour, building upon Mayor Dellumsôs keynote address. 

5:00 pm Return to hotel and adjourn 

 


